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and development of a city that is still
on the ascent.

When a group of fur trappers, explor-
ers, loggers, and sod busters took a
break from their daily activities on
May 1, 1850, to make Grand Rapids an
incorporated city, the estimated popu-
lation was 2,686 persons. The number of
square miles that the city encompassed
stood at four, the estimated number of
city officials was sixteen, there were
thirty two miles of road within city
limits, and there was neither a police
force nor a fire department. To be sure,
the first mayor of Grand Rapids, Mr.
Henry R. Williams, had his work cut
out for him.

Today, I think Mr. Williams would be
extremely proud to see how far the city
of Grand Rapids has come in its 150
years. Its population now stands at
192,000 persons, and, when surrounding
metropolitan areas are added to this,
the figure grows to 1,021,200. This
makes Grand Rapids the second largest
city in Michigan and the 58th largest
city in the Nation. The city encom-
passes 45 square miles, employs over
2,000 city officials, has 562.81 miles of
road within its limits, a police force of
379 officers and a fire department of 260
firefighters. Mr. President, I think it
goes without saying that Mayor Logie
also has a lot of work on his hands.

The City of Grand Rapids has
planned many events to be included as
part of its Sesquicentennial Celebra-
tion. All elementary schools, public,
private, and charter, will be served
birthday cake on May 1. The original
city boundary will be marked with spe-
cial historic 1850 signs. City officials
have commissioned the designing of a
parade float to participate in area pa-
rades, which depicts the Grand River
and is fully equipped with jumping fish,
fireworks, and depictions of historic
buildings and neighborhoods. Free
coloring books entitled ‘“The City of
Grand Rapids: Then and Now,” will be
distributed on April 29, 2000.

In addition, officials from the four
sister cities of Grand Rapids—
Omihachiman, Japan; Bielsko-Biala,
Poland; Perugia, Italy; and Ga District,
Ghana—will join in the celebration. A
time capsule, to be built into the new
Archive Center, will receive its first
items. One hundred and fifty trees will
be planted throughout the community
to commemorate the birthday celebra-
tion. A beginning list of 150 historical
sites in Grand Rapids will be released
on April 29, 2000, and will be completed
throughout the year. And finally, the
Grand Rapids Press will publish four
essays, submitted by Grand Rapids
residents, as a tribute to the birthday,
with the topics of these essays ranging
from diversity to the city’s quality of
life.

Mr. President, in one hundred and
fifty years, residents of Grand Rapids
have experienced their fair share of
both prosperity and decline. At the end
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of World War II, the future of Grand
Rapids looked bleak. Through the in-
credible efforts of thousands of individ-
uals in the years since, though, the
city has managed to turn the tables
full tilt. As we enter the new millen-
nium, Grand Rapids is enjoying the
greatest economic boom in its history.
With this economic prosperity has
come a remarkable turn in the overall
quality of life that residents enjoy.
Also, it should be noted that Grand
Rapids is one of Michigan’s most di-
verse cities, diversity which increases
everyday as more and more jobs are
created within city limits. The turn-
around of Grand Rapids serves as a
model, and an inspiration, to other cit-
ies, not only in Michigan, but through-
out the Nation.

Mr. President, I extend greetings to
all those participating in the Grand
Rapids Sesquicentennial Community
Party, and the many other events that
have been planned for the celebration
of the anniversary. On behalf of the en-
tire United States Senate, I wish the
City of Grand Rapids a happy 150th
birthday.e

——
DIABETES RESEARCH

e Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, as a
member of the Senate Diabetes Caucus,
I am concerned with the need for fur-
ther research for a cure for diabetes.
Recently, I had several meetings with
constituents from Portland, Eugene,
and Lake Oswego, Oregon concerning
diabetes research funding. All of these
constituents are young children or
young adults living with this disease.
One young woman told me that she has
already lost three friends to this dis-
ease.

For fiscal year 2000, the National In-
stitutes of Health (NIH) received a $13.3
million increase over last year’s fund-
ing for diabetes. This increase brings
the total amount for diabetes research
to $462.3 million. For those who have to
live every day with diabetes and for
those who are the parents of a child
living with disease, and who have to
worry every day about the long-term
toll diabetes disease takes on their
child, this is not enough.

Diabetes can destroy nerves, harm
eyesight, and cause a host of other del-
eterious effects on the body. While I
am pleased that there was an increase
in the funding of NIH for diabetes re-
search last year, I believe we can and
should do more to assure that we find
a cure.

While funding has increased from $134
million in fiscal year 1980, this only
represents approximately 2 percent
growth per year when adjusted for in-
flation. Considering the widespread and
devastating effects of this disease, we
should continue to support the funding
increases for NIH research of diabetes.

I know that many of my colleagues
feel strongly about this issue as well. I
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hope we can work in a bipartisan man-
ner to assure an increase in research
funding to find a cure.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO OHIO COUNTY HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS

e Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to congratulate students at
Ohio County High School for their
First Place finish in the Kentucky
competition of the ‘“We the People . . .
The Citizen and the Constitution’ pro-
gram and for their advancement to the
national competition.

I am proud to share with my col-
leagues that the class from Ohio Coun-
ty High School in Hartford, Kentucky
will represent our State in the national
competition of “We the People . . . The
Citizen and the Constitution’ program.
These young scholars have worked dili-
gently to reach the national finals and
through their hands-on experience have
gained knowledge and understanding of
the fundamental principles and values
of our constitutional democracy.

I wish to acknowledge each of the
winning students: Amber Albin, Kyle
Allen, Rebecca Ashby, Susanna Ashby,
Jamie Barnard, Nicole Bellamy, Brian
Canty, Susan Fields, Sam Ford, Aman-
da Gilstrap, Crystal Goff, Chris Hunt,
Leslie Johnson, Andrea Leach, Jason
Martin, Jason Mayes, Lacey Patterson,
Sarah Phillips, Dexter Reneer, Ann
Shrewsbury, Luke Sims, Keegan
Smith, Erika Underwood, Tara Ward,
Michelle Westerfield.

I also would like to recognize and
thank their teacher, John Stofer, who
taught these students and provided the
leadership which brought them to the
final competition of this year’s pro-
gram.

The ‘““We the People . . .”” program is
designed to educate young people about
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
During the final competition, the stu-
dents will be challenged in a three-day
program modeled after Congressional
hearings. The students will make oral
presentations and testify as constitu-
tional experts to a panel of adult
judges, and then will be questioned and
judged on their knowledge and grasp of
the Constitution. As a strong advocate
for the Constitutional rights of all
Americans, I applaud the efforts of
these young people to understand and
apply Constitutional law to real-life
situations.

My colleagues and I congratulate
these Ohio County High School stu-
dents in their Kentucky victory, and
wish them all the best in their upcom-
ing competition May 6-8, 2000, in Wash-
ington, D.C.e

———

CALIFORNIA’S VETERANS
APPRECIATION MONTH
e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise in
recognition of California’s Veterans
Appreciation Month, which is cele-
brated in May 2000. The people of our
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